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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

/^Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 line 7-8, “the second use position”, lacks antecedent basis. The 
Examiner does not know if this second use position is the same as the non-use position 
or if it’s a different position. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application 
published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was 
published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international, application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a). 


Claims 1-6, 9-15 and 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 


anticipated by Reiker (US 6,291,768). 
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Regarding claim 1, Reiker discloses a mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
comprising: a junction box (130) including a top wall (14) and a downwardly extending 
side wall (18) defining a cavity therein; a fixture support (134) provided on the junction 
box (130), the fixture support (134) having a first use position (when the fixture support 
is attached to the box) and a first non-use position (when the fixture support is detached 
from the box or when is rotating); the fixture support (134) being movable about an axis 
(see figure 7) extending transversely relative to the side wall (18); and the fixture 
support being movable from the first use position to the first non-use position (see figure 
7). 

Regarding claim 2, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the fixture support (134) is rotatable about the axis between the first use 
position and the first non-use position (column 7 line 9-24). 

Regarding claim 3, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: a first fixture fastener (154) is provided on the fixture support (134), the first 
fixture fastener (154) being usable for securing a first size of fixture fastener when the 
fixture support is in the first use position (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 4, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the first fixture fastener (154) includes a female fastener (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 5, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the fixture support (134) includes a block (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 6, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the block (see figure 7) includes a first face and a second face (see figure 7); 
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and the first face faces (where the fixture fastener is located) substantially outwardly 
away from the top wall (14) when the fixture support (134) is in the first use position 
(see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 9, Reiker discloses a mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
comprising: a junction box (130) having a top wall (14) and a downwardly extending 
side wall (18) defining a cavity therein (see figure 7); a fixture support (134) attached to 
the junction box (130); a first fixture fastener (154) provided on the fixture support (134), 
the first fixture fastener (154) being sized for securing a first size of fastener (column 4 
line 61-64); a second fixture fastener (148) provided on the fixture support (130), the 
second fixture fastener (148) being sized for securing a second size of fastener (column 
4 line 61-64); and said fixture support (134) is movable between a use position (when 
the fixture is attached to the box) for the first fixture fastener (see figure 7) and a non¬ 
use position (when the fixture is released from the box or is rotating) for the first fixture 
fastener (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 10, Reiker discloses a mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
comprising: a junction box (130) including a top wall (14) and a side wall (18) defining a 
cavity therein (see figure 7); a fixture support (134) movably attached to the side wall 
(18); a first fixture fastener (154) provided on the movable support (134), the first fixture 
fastener (154) being sized for engaging a first size of fastener (column 4 line 61-64); 
and the fixture support (134) being movable between a use position (when the fixture is 
attached to the box) and a non-use position (when the fixture is released from the box 
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or is rotating), the first fixture fastener (154) being disposed for a engaging a first 
fastener (see figure 7) when in the use position. 

Regarding claim 11, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7) 
wherein: a second fixture fastener (148) is provided on the fixture support (40), the 
second fixture fastener (148) being sized for engaging a second size of fixture fastener 
((column 4 line 61-64). 

Regarding claim 12, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7) 
wherein: the size of the first fixture fastener (154) differs from the size of the second 
fixture fastener (148). 

Regarding claim 13, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the first fixture fastener (154) includes a female fastener (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 14, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the fixture support (134) includes a block (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 15, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the block (see figure 7) includes a first face and a second face (see figure 7); 
and the first face (see figure 7) faces substantially outwardly away from the top wall (14) 
when the first fixture fastener (154) is in an use position. 

Regarding claim 18, Reiker discloses a mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
comprising: a junction box (130) having a top wall (14) and a downwardly extending 
side wall (16) defining a cavity therein (see figure 7); a fixture support (134) attached to 
the junction box (130); a first fixture fastener (154) provided on the fixture support (134); 
a second fixture fastener (148) provided on the fixture support (134); a third fixture 
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fastener (see figure 7) provided on the fixture support (134); and at least one of the first, 
second, and third fixture fasteners having a use position and a non-use position (see 
figure 7). 

Regarding claim 19, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: each of the first (154), second (148), and third fixture fasteners (see figure 7) 
has a use position (when the fixture support is attached to the box) and a non-use 
position (when the fixture support is detached from the box or when is rotating). 

Regarding claim 20, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: when the at least one fixture fastener (154) is in its use position, at least one of 
the fixture fasteners (148) is in a non-use position (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 21, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the first fixture fastener (154) is sized for securing a first size of fixture fastener 
(column 4 line 61-64); and one of the second (148) and third fixture fasteners (see 
figure 7) is sized for securing a second size of fixture fastener (column 4 line 61-64), the 
second size of fixture fastener differing from the first size of fixture fastener (column 4 
line 61-64). 

Regarding claim 22, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the fixture support (134) is movable relative to the junction box (column 7 line 
9-24). 

Regarding claim 23, Reiker discloses the mounting assembly (see figure 7), 
wherein: the fixture support (134) is rotatable relative to the junction box (column 7 line 
9-24). 



Page 7 


Application/Control Number: 09/994,618 
Art Unit: 2831 

Allowable Subj ct Matt r 
3. Claims 7, 16 and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 8 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base ciaim ana any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of claims 7, 8,16 and 17 are: 

Regarding claim 7 is the inclusion therein in combination as currently claimed of 
the limitation the second face faces transversely to the top wall when the first fixture 
fastener is in the first use position. 

Regarding claim 8 is the inclusion therein in combination as currently claimed of 
the limitation the second face faces transversely to the top wall when the first fixture 
fastener is in the second use position. 

Regarding claims 16 and 17 is the inclusion therein in combination as currently 
claimed of the limitation the second face faces transversely to the top wall when the first 
fixture fastener is in its use position. 

These limitations were found in claims 7, 8, 16 and 17, and are neither disclosed 
nor taught by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Currier (US 6,170,685) discloses an electrical outlet box having 
a fixture support movable about an axis. Bordwell et al (US 5,824,952) discloses a 
ceiling fan outlet box. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (703) 305-0853. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (703) 308-3682. The fax numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9318 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for after final communication. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 


AE 
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